485-6]                             Conscience                                 65

prescriptions or promptings of conscience: while the operations
of conscience after the act are distinguished as the judgments
of conscience. The function of conscience is essentially
different in the latter case, because the emotions produced
result not from the conflict among motives, but from their
relation to the consequences of the act All these aspects
of conscience, however, follow directly from the existence
of imperative motives. Hence the real problem of con-
science does not relate to them, but may be expressed in
the question: How is the development of imperative motives
possible ?

Intuitionism sets out with the assumption that the im-
peratives of duty are not motives at all. They are supposed
to consist rather in dictates of a purely intellectual character,
which are yet capable of influencing the impulsive motives.
Such a psychological impossibility as this would hardly have
been propounded had it not been for two reasons. First,
a purely autonomous origin for these imperatives was
believed to be impossible. And secondly, the intuitionists
had in mind such objective principles regarding the content
of moral action as are to be found in the precepts of religion
and law. They1 thus arrived at the odd compromise of
maintaining that the imperatives are objective norms, which
yet reach the consciousness of the agent through immediate
subjective experience. The following proposition is still
adduced as the final word in this discussion: Principles
that are unconditionally valid cannot be derived from em-
pirical motives, which are always conditioned*

Now in addition to the fact, already discussed, that moral
ideas are variable, the possibility of a conflict between duties
proves that unconditional truth exists at no stage of moral
development There is no moral law so sacred that it may
not in special cases have to yield to the superior sacredness
of the more general functions of morality* Where duties
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